
NOTTING DALE WARD COUNCILLORS’ COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT RBKC 

REHOUSING POLICY  

BARANDON WALK, HURSTWAY WALK AND TESTERTON WALK 

 

This draft Policy is not yet fit for purpose as it excludes Treadgold House and Bramley 

House.  

The Council has clearly not listened sufficiently carefully to the experience and needs of the 

residents of these two housing blocks. The persistent refusal to accept that people living in 

Treadgold House and Bramley house were also “exceptionally affected” by the Fire at 

Grenfell Tower – indeed more so than many of the residents of the three Walkways covered 

by this Policy - is inexplicable. 

Excluding these two blocks detracts fundamentally from the Council’s published 

commitment “to help the community heal and to rebuild their lives”. It also detracts from 

the Council’s commitment to honour the outcome and recommendations of the 

Hillsborough Report. 

As currently drafted, the Policy is inequitable and will be perceived as neither fair nor 

transparent. The lack of transparency is evident as no reasons are given to exclude residents 

of these two blocks. Their experiences on the night of the Fire and subsequently were just 

as harrowing as those residents of the Walkways. Sadly, excluding these residents means 

that these wounds will not be able to heal. Instead, they will continue to fester and 

engender yet more community distrust in the Council, in the Government and in all other 

public bodies involved in the Grenfell Recovery programme This Rehousing Policy must 

therefore include Treadgold House and Bramley House along with the three Walkways.  

However, the Rehousing Policy must also include provision for an element of discretion 

beyond that provided within the standard housing allocations policy. 

This exceptional discretion must be included and must include a presumption to exercise it 

favourably unless there is very clear evidence indeed to the contrary. This discretion should 

be available to residents living within 400 metres of Grenfell Tower, who have lost relatives 

and/or good friends and/or who are otherwise at serious risk from mental health issues 

arising from the trauma of the Fire and who are unable as a consequence to continue to live 

in their present homes.  

This discretion is not available at the moment. The failure to have and to exercise this 

discretion is currently having a very severe and inhumane effect on a small number of 

individuals who have sought assistance from the Council, the local NHS and others. The 

Council is fully aware of most of these cases. 



Another shortcoming of the Policy is the refusal to offer the Walkways Priority while 

applicants remain in hotel accommodation. This is likely to have the unintended 

consequence of ensuring that many of those currently displaced will remain in hotel 

accommodation indefinitely. 

The Policy should also give a firmer, definitive undertaking to find alternative 

accommodation within the private rental sector for residents and lodgers within the 

Walkways, Treadgold House and Bramley House who have lived there for over one year. 

Some of these residents may be willing to remain in or return to their homes, but may be 

required by their landlord to vacate their accommodation as a result of the Fire. This will 

render them homeless through no fault of their own. 

The draft policy should also be more open and honest about the consequences of accepting 

an Assured Tenancy and the landlord’s tenancy terms from a local registered provider. 

Residents have already expressed particular concern about accepting any offer from Notting 

Hill Housing, since these are not felt to offer long term security. Refusing a tenancy with a 

registered provider which is currently so uncertain should not be used to declare anyone 

“technically” intentionally homeless and thus remove them from the Walkways Priority.  

At the moment some residents viewing offers from RPs are still being told that they will take 

all the terms and conditions of their current Council tenancy with them. This draft policy 

changes this position, so residents need to be correctly and clearly informed about the true 

position before they decide to accept an offer from a registered provider.. 
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